Jalk

Sk

o New Library
o Senior Clubs

o Basketball Starts Soon

Sauk Village Village
Hall

21701 Torrence Ave.
Sauk Village, IL 60411

In This Issue

e Santa Arrives
o Winter Tips

e Join Girl Scouts

Issue 27
Nowv. 2005

Volume
111

From the Mayor’s

Desk

Mayor Roger Peckham

he winter season is fast
approaching with the
flu season right around

the corner. This year we are
hearing from the news media
about the bird flu and a
possible world wide
pandemic. We do not know
yet if this season will be that
setious, but stories of vaccines
and flu care product shortages
are already headlines in the
newspapers and lead stories
on TV. If you are in the group
of most at risk, which consists
of seniors aged 65 and older,
pregnant women, health care
workers, children aged 6
through 23 months of age or
persons age 2 through 64
years with underlying chronic
medical conditions, you will
be able to received the
information from the Cook
County Department of Public
Health or Bloom Township.
Contact Cook County
Department of Public Health
at 708-492-2185 or Bloom
Township’s Senior

Department Health Office at
708-754-9400.

The Village Christmas Basket
once again will need your
support to provide baskets to
families needing our help.
Donations of canned goods
can be left in collection boxes
located at Village Hall. Cash
donations can be made out to
the “Sauk Village Christmas
Basket Fund” and mailed or
dropped of at Village Hall.
This program has been
operating in the Village for
over 29 years. The Basket golf
outing fundraiser was held in
October. Thanks to the
sponsors, brave golfers and
volunteers who enjoyed great
weather to make this outing
another great success.
Deliveries will be made on
December 17t this year. This
year appears to be the last year
of Sauk Village Christmas
Basket. The volunteers have
been reduced to just a
dedicated few and the job has

become too large for this
small number of dedicated
people.

Plans are now in the eatly
stages for Sauk Village’s 50t
anniversary as a community in
the year of 2007. We need
your input. Please volunteer to
make this celebration a great
event. Contact Village Hall for
information.

Finally, a reminder to all
residents, we have no parking
on the Village streets after 27
inches of snow have fallen
until all streets have been
plowed. Please remember this
throughout our winter and
early spring months and
inform your out - of - town
guests when they visit. This is
to provide to you, the best
service in clearing our streets
and safety for you and your
automobiles.

Happy Holidays and a
prosperous New Year

News From Your

nyone 18 years
of age and older
may register to
vote at  the

Village
Hall Monday through
Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. To avoid any further

actions on your
part,  please s
h a v ..
identification = N2
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Bloor (1ol f ine its Weel
Decerber 5-10

Bloom Trail’s second annual Fine Arts Week kicks off Monday, December 5th. The year
features displays of student artwork, classroom demonstrations and activities. There will
also be visits from fine arts colleges and universities. Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday
features all in school activities. On Thursday, December 8th from 7-9 p.m. Coffee house
night in the Senior Commons. Their will be music, coffee and poetry readings. The public
is invited to attend. Friday, December 9th and Saturday, December 10th the Artisan and
Crafter Fair opens from 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. and is open to the public. Also be sure to
visit Senior One Act Plays beginning at 6:30 p.m.
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If you would like any additional information, please contact Tiffany Insalaco at Bloom Trail

708-758-7000.

Public Relations Committee

Trustee Rosie Williams

o you have experience in building a
D website? Do you enjoy planning

fundraisers? Do you want to help in
bridging the informational gap between the
Village and the residents? If you answered
YES to at least 1 of these questions the Sauk
Village Public Relations Committee WANTS
YOUMNT Come join our group and be eager to
inform your friends and neighbors today. For
more information please call Trustee Rosie
Williams at Village Hall - 758-3330 X 610

Sauk Talk is produced by volunteers of the
Public Relations Committee of Sauk Village.
Rosie Williams, Trustee, Debbie Carl, Editor.
Suggestions or comments should be directed
to Village Hall, faxed to 757-5670 or e-mail
to DebiCtl@aol.com

Countdown to 50
Committee

Sauk Village will be celebrating it’s
50t anniversary in March of 2007
and we can’t wait to celebrate. We
have organized a committee
whose mission and goal is to
plan and fund all activities
for the event. Ifyou are along
time resident of Sauk Village or if
you would like to help us plan for our
50t please contact Village Clerk Liz
Selvey at Village Hall for more
information.  Meetings are held at
the Village Hall on the third Tuesday
of every month at 6:00pm. We hope
to see you there.




Administration & Finance Department News
FREQUENT QUESTIONS

Beverly Sterrett, Finance Director

Sauk Village citizens have general questions that are covered in the “Resident Information
Booklet”, but it helps to cover some of the more frequently asked questions elsewhere.

VEHICLE STICKERS - Vehicle stickers go on sale during the months of May and June of
each year, but what happens if you buy a new car after June? You have 45 days from
the date of purchase of a new automobile to purchase your vehicle sticker for the initial
price. If you do not purchase the vehicle sticker until after the 45" day then the late fees

apply.

When a resident moves into the Village they have 30 days to purchase a vehicle sticker for
the initial price, after the 30-day period the late fees applies.

Water bills are sent out every other month for a total of six bills per year.

The section north of Sauk Trail gets billed on the even months of February, April, June, August, October and December.
The section south of Sauk Trail and east of Torrence Avenue get hilled on the odd months of January, March, May, July,
September and November.

The water bill includes charges for water, sewer, garbage and utility tax. The water rate is $2.50
per 1,000 gallons. Sewer rate is $0.63 per 1,000 gallons plus a surcharge of $6.70 per month.
The garbage charge of $23.88 includes the rental of the large tote cans. There is also a 5%
utility tax charge, which is also on gas, electric and telephone (including cell phone).

As a reminder, the Village has been in the process of installing new electronic meters. This
provides for more accurate bills and prevents estimated billing. To set up an appointment please
call the Village Hall at 758-3330.

WATER BILL PAYMENTS - If your water is shut off for non-payment there is a $25.00
turn-on fee.

By ordinance if you receive a red shut-off you have 2 weeks to make payment before your
water is shut off.

WHY IS MY WATER BILL SO HIGH? — The most common reason is that you have a water
leak (example a running toilet). Check if you have a leak by observing your new
electronic meter, if the red arrow is turning when all water is supposed to be shut off you
have a leak.

If you have questions please contact the Village Hall during business hours. We are open Monday through Friday from
8:00 am until 5:00 pm and on Tuesday evenings from 6:30 pm until 9:00 pm.
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I want to start out with a great big THANK YOU for all
of those who attended our annual open house at the fire
station on Saturday, October 8. The open house was a
great success. Due to a slight scheduling snafu, the date
had to be changed after the last edition of SAUK
TALK hit the presses. Please accept my sincere
apologies for anyone who missed the open
house due to this problem.

Those that were in attendance got to practice
using a fire extinguisher on our new propane
extinguisher prop. They got to see what goes on
through some of our programs like fire investigation
and training and try their hand at some of the obstacles
firefighters go through during training. There were games
and prizes for the kids and rides in the Snorkel basket.

Also, during the open house, Captain Rich Atwood and
Engineer Kevin Phillips did a special power point
presentation on their recent trip to New Otrleans. They
responded as part of the first wave of Illinois firefighters
to go to Louisiana to help with Hurricane Katrina relief
efforts. Atwood and Phillips left with a group from
other local departments on September 5 and returned
on September 18. Once in New Otleans, Atwood and
Phillips had many assignments which included helping
out around the camp (which housed 1000+ firefighters
and support personnel), decontaminating vehicles,
staffing/cleaning New Orleans fire stations, and helping
New Orleans firefighters clean out their homes.

As part of Fire Prevention Week, which was from
October 9 through October 15, Sauk Village
Firefighters visited Wagoner, Strassburg, and Rickover
schools. During the assemblies, students were

encouraged to draw “home escape plans” in case of fire
in their homes. The response to this was great and all
students that participated received a certificate.

FIRE DEPT.
\7

Sauk Village
Fire Department

Among other things, one of the topics discussed at the
school assemblies was electrical safety. Through a strange
work of timing, the Sauk Village Fire Department
responded to a fire call at 5:15 that Monday morning,
just hours before the first assembly at Wagoner.
With permission of the homeowner, the
extension cord and power strip that caused
the small fire was shown to the students.
Though this ended up being a relatively
minor event, it could have been significantly
worse. Take note- this is your fire prevention
lesson for this edition.

e A light duty extension cord was plugged into the
wall receptacle.

e A power strip extension cord was plugged into the
light duty extension cord with the help of a 3 prong
adapter.

® Plugged into the power strip were a box fan,
television, and clock radio.

The fire started at the plug where the 3 prong adapter,
extension cord, and power strip all came together, resulting in
a melted glob of plastic and a patch of burned carpet.

The lesson learned is this: power strips contain a built in
safety feature. The safety feature only works if the strip is
used properly. A power strip CANNOT be used in
conjunction with any other type of extension cord. Plain
extension cords can (and in this case- did) override the
power strip’s safety feature.

Also, 3 prong adapters (used to convert a three prong plug
to fit a 2 prong plug) are hazardous. Yes- they are
commonly used and can be bought any where, but that
doesn’t make them safe. Just like extension cords, the
adapter should not be used on any fixture or appliance
long term. Meaning, if it’s something that’s plugged in all
the time, have the appropriate electric receptacle installed
or use a power strip of the appropriate length.

The main theme for Fire Prevention Week was candle
safety. With the holiday season upon us, candle use will be
at its peak. Please use candles carefully, don’t let children
play with or around them, and remember- WHEN YOU
GO OUT, BLOW OUT!

Have a safe and happy holiday season.

*The Sauk Talk Fire Department news is written by Captain
Rich Atwood. If you have any questions or comments
regarding the Fire Department or this article, please call (708)
758-2225 ot email richresql (@comcast.net.



SENIOR NEWS

Join a Club Now!

The Village supports three senior citizens
organizations meeting in the Edward W. Paesel
Senior Center located behind the municipal
building. Sauk Village Senior Citizens a.k.a.
Leisure Timers was the first and largest senior
club followed by the Senior Citizens of Sauk
Village a.k.a. Sunshiners and the third is Sauk
Village Fun Club.All three groups are looking for
seniors to join their membership.

On the second and fourth (except in November
and December) Wednesdays, the Leisure
Timers meet at 1:00 p.m. from October through
April  (7:00 p.m. during daylight savings
months). Refreshments are available after the
meeting and ending with bingo. Other activities
include in house dinner/holiday parties, indoor
picnic plus trips to Balmoral race track,
dinner theater and the annual Christmas party.
The annual dues are $12.00 and all seniors fifty-
five and older are welcome to join.

The Sunshiners meet on the first and third
Mondays, except on legal holidays, at 7:00 p.m.
Refreshments are served after the meeting
follow by bingo or card games. Throughout the
year several inhouse/holiday dinners and
potlucks, indoor picnic and outings for
Thanksgiving and for Christmas. The annual
dues are $12.00 and all seniors fifty-five and
older are invited to join.

Sauk Village Fun Club meets every second and
fourth Sundays at 12:30 p.m. On the second
Sunday, an affordable brunch is served followed
by conversation and /or games. A regular
meeting is held on the fourth Sunday followed by
a potluck dinner. Outings include club paid
tickets to the annual Bloom Township picnic and
a holiday dinner. The annual dues are $10.00
and all seniors fifty and older are welcome to
join this small group.

All three organizations welcome visitors. The
Edward W. Paesel Senior Center telephone
number is (708) 758-9115 when the clubs are
meeting. For additional information call Trustee
Zeke Luther (708) 758-4940.

Public Relations
Committee

Trustee Rose Williams

Sauk Villageopoly -~~~ Are you GAME??? The Public
Relations Committee would like to present the Sauk
Villageopoly game. This ACTUAL board game will be
compiled of Sauk Village related businesses and
organizations. We are offering these businesses and
organizations the opportunity to purchase a spot on the
board for $220.00. Individuals or Families can purchase
a patron spot in the center of the board for $50.00. We
also suggest that if you are interested in purchasing a
game you reserve your copy for $20.00. At the time this
article was submitted, there are still spaces available for
all categories. All money
raised will go toward a new
Village electronic sign.

We will also be selling
magnetic car ribbons with
“Sauk Village Supports Our J)
Troops” on them. Half of
our proceeds with go to
sending a “Thank You” basket to troops with ties to Sauk
Village. If you any contact information for such men
and women, or to inquire about your chance to
purchase a spot on Sauk Villageopoly and become a part
of Sauk Village history please contact the Public
Relations Committee, Trustee Williams~ chair, at Village
Hall, 758-3330.

Happy Holidays
From the PR Committee

The Public Relations Committee would like
to take this opportunity to wish a very happy
holiday season to the residents, employees,
and businesses of Sauk Village and their
families. We encourage everyone to enjoy
their respective holidays in the safest manor
possible.  We would like to draw your
attention to the newly updated Sauk Village
website at www.saukvillage.org. Please
continue to visit our site for future changes.
Once again, Happy Thanksgiving, Happy
Ramadan, Merry Christmas, Happy
Chanukah, Happy Kwanza and a very healthy
and prosperous New Year.




Page 6

SAUK TALK

SAUK VILLAGE NEWS THAT WILL

Human Relations
Commission

The Human Relations Commission is busy
working on two endeavors for the future. First
we plan to host a workshop for new
homebuyers in cooperation with the Housing
Authority that will address such issues as:

e Learning the steps to homeownership

e Advantage and obligation of home-
ownership

e Mortgage loan process
¢ Shopping for, inspecting and maintaining a
home

e Down payment and closing cost assistance
grants

Watch for future announcements for the date of
the first HOMEBUYERS WORKSHOP.

The Human Relations Commission is also
planning to participate in the Diversity Dinner
program. Diversity Dinners are held throughout
the southern suburbs annually. These dinners
gather small groups of individuals of different
ages, races, and ethnic backgrounds for an
evening meal and conversation. This year the
dinners will be held in April 2006. We will have
more information on these dinners in the
future.

New Commissioner Sworn In

A new Human Relations Commissioner Mr. Ken
Harris was appointed in August. Mr. Harris is a
18 year resident of Sauk Village, he owns his
own pest control company and is married with
two children in college. The Human Relations
Commission extends a hardy welcome to Mr.
Ken Harris.

If you have any questions regarding the Human
Relations Commission call Village Hall and ask
for voice mailbox number 622.

Sauk Village Seeking
Donations for
Christmas Baskets

Donations of canned and
boxed foods are being
collected at Village Hall
for this years Christmas
Baskets.

« Donations of cash are also
needed to purchase
perishable items. Just drop cash or checks off at
Village Hall during normal business hours.

Let us all remember those who are less fortunate
than we are.

From The Office of
Community Development

With winter upon us, please make sure
your pool is winterized and covered with
a proper pool cover.

Make sure gutters are cleaned and free
of leaves & debris.

Have your furnace cleaned and serviced
and if you have a fireplace, have it
cleaned and serviced before using.

Each home should have (1) smoke
detector & (1) carbon monoxide detector
on each level of your home.




EXPLORE THE FUN OF
GIRL SCOUTING
FOR ALL GIRLS AGES
PRE-K TO HIGH SCHOOL

The Girl Scouts of Trails End Association will be
having New and Returning Girl Scout registration
on Mondays, September 12, 19, and 26 2005 at
the Sauk Village Fire Station 1804 E 222nd Street
from 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm. Registration fee is
$30.00.

We are also looking for Adults
(21 yrs. and older) to become
Leaders this year. If you have
any questions, please call
Mrs. Helen Harris (Troop
Organizer) at

(708) 758-0684 or
(708) 602-9883.

Drug & Alcohol Recovery Program
A Christian 12 Step Program
For Men and Women
Every Thursday 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Emmanuel Church
22515 Torrence Avenue

Walk in or for more information
contact Chaplain Dave Allen

708-757-7837

Skyline Disposal Holidays

New Years Day
Memorial Day
4th of July
Labor Day
Thanksgiving
Christmas

Garbage service is delayed one day and
continues into Saturday.

Home Improvement Help Available
Through CDBG Home Grants

Does that sweet Sauk Village home of yours need fixing
Siding?

up? A new roof? New furnace?
Southland Development, Inc. (CSDI),
the Cook County authorized CDBG
administer for

Chicago

program your
community can help if you meet the

following qualifications:

Household income meets the
qualifications. You are the owner
and live in the home. There is
equity to cover the amount of the repairs.

1 Person in Household (HH) income not to exceed $40,250
2 people in HH - income not to exceed $46,000

3 people in HH - income not to exceed $51,750

4 people in HH - income not to exceed $57,500

5 people in HH - income not to exceed $62,100

6 people in HH - income not to exceed $66,700

7 people in HH - income not to exceed $71,300

8+ people in HH - income not to exceed $75,900

If you said yes to the above questions, CSDI can rehabilitate
your home with Federal CDBG Funds. You will not make
monthly payments and there is never any interest.

How does the program work?

Your home will be liened for the full dollar amount of the
rehabilitation. When the title transfers, the entite amount is
paid back from the proceeds of the sale.

Call the Grant Administrator at
708-754-2206 for more info

Happy Holidays!
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AFFECT YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

Winter Safety Tips

With the colder months of the year now upon us, the following are a
few safety tips for you and your family to keep in mind.

CANDLES - Always put candles in non-tip candleholders before
you light them, and do not burn candles near decorations or displays.
Keep candles well away from curtains, and never put candles in
windows or near exits. Never use lighted candles on a tree or near
other evergreens. Never leave a room with a candle burning or within
reach of small children.

CARBON MONOXIDE - Consider installing detectors on every
level of the home, near sleeping areas where the audible alarm can be
heard. If the alarm goes off, exit the home and call 911. Recognize
the symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning and exit the home
immediately if you suspect the presence of carbon monoxide. Call
911 from a safe location.

CHRISTMAS TREES

® A fresh tree is green.

® Fresh needles are hard to pull from branches.

® When bent between your fingers, fresh needles do not break.
® The trunk butt of a fresh tree is sticky with resin.

® When the trunk of a tree is bounced on the ground, a shower
of falling needles shows that tree is too dry.

Place tree away from fireplaces, radiators and other heat sources.
Heated rooms dry trees out rapidly, creating fire hazards.
Cut off about two inches of the trunk to expose fresh wood for
better water absorption. Trim away branches as necessaty to set tree
trunk in the base of a sturdy, water-holding stand with wide spread
feet. Keep the stand filled with water while the tree is indoors.
Place the tree out of the way of traffic and do not block doorways.
Use thin guy-wires to secure a large tree to walls or ceiling. These
wires are almost invisible.

Avoid smoking near flaimmable decorations. Avoid wearing loose
flowing clothes - particularly long, open sleeves - near open flames -
such as those of a fireplace, stove, or candlelit table.

Never burn candles near evergreens. Burning evergreens in the
fireplace can also be hazardous. When dry, greens burn like tinder.
Flames can flare out of control, and send sparks flying into a room,
or up the chimney to ignite creosote deposits.

ELECTRIC SPACE HEATERS - Space heaters need their space!
Keep combustibles at least three feet away from each heater. When
buying a heater, look for a thermostat control mechanism and a
switch that automatically shuts off the power if the heater falls over.
Heaters are not dryers or tables! Don’t dry or store objects on top of
your heater. Keep children and pets away from space heaters. Never
leave children in a room alone when a space heater is in use.

ESCAPE PLANS - Develop an escape route with two exits from
every room. Pick a meeting place in a safe location so all family
members can be accounted for. Call the fire department from a
cordless phone, a neighbot's home or another safe location. Never
re-enter a burning building for any reason. Practice your home escape
plan every six months and consider practicing it at night when most
home fires occur.

FIREPLACES - Keep fire where it belongs - in the fireplace! Have

chimneys inspected by a professional before the start of heating
season. Make sure you have a screen large enough to catch flying
sparks and rolling logs. Clean your chimney regulatly - creosote
build-up can ignite your chimney, roof and the whole house! Store
cooled ashes in a tightly sealed metal container. Cardboard boxes and
paper bags can quickly catch fire. Only burn materials appropriate for
a fireplace, never burn trash or paper, burning paper can float up a
chimney and onto your roof or into your yard.

FURNACES - Have your heating systems inspected by a qualified
service professional at least once a year. This inspection should include
lubrication and cleaning, replacing filters, a check of belts and
thermostats and having vents cleared of obstructions, as necessary.

GENERAL PREPRATION - Have extra blankets on hand, and
ensure that everyone in your household has a warm coat, gloves or
mittens, a hat and water-resistant boots. Use products only for their
intended purposes. Hair dryers aren't intended to thaw frozen pipes,
dry clothing or warm bedding. If you use an electric blanket to keep
warm on a cold night, follow the manufacturer’s instructions and
make sure you turn it off and unplug it when it's not in use. Never
tuck an electrical blanket in.

HOLIDAY LIGHTS - Indoors or outside, use only lights that have
been tested for safety. Identify these by the label from an
independent testing laboratory. Check each set of lights, new or old,
for broken or cracked sockets, frayed or bare wires, or loose
connections. Discard damaged sets or repair them before using.
Fasten outdoor lights securely to trees, house, walls or other firm
support to protect from wind damage. Use no more than three
standard-size sets of lights per single extension cord. Turn off all
lights on trees and other decorations when you go to bed or leave the
house. Lights could short and start a fire. Never use electric lights on
a metallic tree. The tree can become charged with electricity from
faulty lights, and any person touching a branch could be electrocuted!
To avoid this danger, use colored spotlights above or beside a tree,
never fastened onto it!l Keep "bubbling" lights away from children.
These lights with their bright colors and bubbling movement can
tempt curious children to break candle-shaped glass, which can cut,
and attempt to drink liquid, which contains a hazardous chemical.

PLAN FOR SAFETY - Remember, there is no substitute for
common sense. Look for and eliminate potential danger spots near
candles, fireplaces, trees, and/or electrical connections.

SMOKE DETECTORS - Have one on every level of the home.
Consider installing a smoke alarm near bedrooms and on each
floor of your home. Test it monthly. If it has a 9-volt battery,
change the battery once a year.

SNOW - Artificial snow sprays can irritate lungs if inhaled. To avoid
injury, read container labels; follow directions carefully.

WINDOWS - Caulking around windows and other openings can
stop the cold air invasion dead in its tracks. Caulking and a caulking
gun from your local hardware are inexpensive and easy to use. A
warmer home and lower utility bills can result.

WOOD STOVES - If you use a wood-burning stove, have the
chimney connection and flue checked each year. Make sure the stove
is placed on an approved stove board to protect the floor from heat
and coals. Be sure wood or coal stoves bear the label of a recognized
testing laboratory and meet fire codes. Follow manufacturers'
recommendations for proper use and maintenance. Never use your
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Thank you to the businesses that have advertised in the Sauk Talk. Effective
January 2006 we will no longer be accepting advertisements.
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The Nancy L. McConathy Public Library is under construction at 217th and Jeffery
Avenue.

The building should open in May of 2006.
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Sauk Village Parks & Recreation

Santa Parade and Village
Christmas tree lighting
Sunday, December 3, 2005

Starting at noon, Santa and his elves will make their annual parade
through the Village. Be sure to watch for them.

At the completion of the parade, around 6 pm, Santa will arrive at the
community center for the annual Christmas tree lighting.

After the tree lighting, visits with Santa, treats and photos will be avail-
able.

\i”% 2006 Co-Ed Basketball
% A

Registration begins December 1st and ends on

December 30th. Parents MUST sign permission slips.
Games will be played at the Edward Paesel Community
Center on Saturdays. Ages 7-18 can join, cost is $50.00 per player.
Register at the Community Center after 4pm. For more
information call Sandy 758-4115.

No last minute sign ups! Evaluations will be Jan. 7th
Games begin January 28th & end April 1.

NO REFUNDS AFTER FIRST GAME. &
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21701 Torrence Avenue
Sauk Village, IL 60411

EMERGENCY
POLICE & FIRE
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COMMUNITY
CENTER

BLOOM TOWNSHIP
CENTER

RESPOND NOW
EMERGENCY
ASSISTANCE

NANCY L.
McCONATHY

LIBRARY
ComEd

POSTAL CUSTOMER
SAUK VILLAGE, IL 60411

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
911 SAUK VILLAGE
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758-1331
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754-9400 COOK COUNTY
HEALTH DEPT.

755-4357 SKYLINE
DISPOSAL

757-4771 NICOR

COMCAST

1-800-334-7661

Bulk
Rate
Permit

#346

758-3330

758-9115
210-4500
754-5460

1-888-642-6748

1-866-594-1234



